DRAFT 

RESOLUTION WELCOMING ALL PEOPLE INTO OUR COMMUNITY

WHEREAS, the United States of America has long stood for the freedoms and rights of all people and especially  those persecuted in other lands that are seeking liberty and religious freedom;

WHEREAS, we feel all residents, regardless of beliefs and background, richly contribute to the quality of life in Cape Elizabeth,;

WHEREAS, Cape Elizabeth supports respectful listening and dialogue across social, religious  and political groups and rejects actions that stifle the views and ideas of others;

WHEREAS, we elected representatives of Cape Elizabeth have a leadership responsibility to speak out against discrimination, intolerance, violence or hate;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the town of Cape Elizabeth:

1. Condemns actions of hate, violence or discrimination directed toward any of its citizens; 
2.  Welcomes all people and celebrates the benefits of a pluralistic society, and respects the inalienable right of every person to live without fear;

3. Affirms that anyone targeted or made to feel unsafe for any reason should be able to turn to the town’s officials;

4. Encourages forums where civil and respectful dialogue may take place to promote better understanding.

I FEEL WE SHOULD NOT USE WORDS THAT CREATE “CLASSIFICATIONS” WE SHOULD SEEK WORDS THAT ENCOMPASS ALL PEOPLE AND ESPOUSE INCLUSION
