To: Cape Elizabeth Town Council

From: Michael K. McGovern

Re: Recycling and Municipal Solid Waste Data
Date:  July 26, 2010

Attached are three spread sheets with comparative recycling and solid waste data. Since 2006-
2007, we have looked at 11 ecomaine communities. Key points from the data are:

Since 2006-2007, Cape Elizabeth has had the largest percentage decline by weight in municipal
solid waste. (hopper trash) . This is -27.5% or 995 tons.

Since 2006-2007, Cape Elizabeth has had the largest percentage increase by weight in recycled
material going into the silver bullets. This is +52.4%. or 399 tons.

On a per capita basis, we now recycle 34% more per capita into the silver bullets than the mean of
the 11 communities. In 2006-2007, we were 6% less than the mean.

On a per capita basis, we have 43% more solid waste per capita by weight than the mean of the
comparative communities. In 2006-2007, we had 64% more than the mean so we are reducing
trash per capita, but are still significantly above average.

In 2006-2007 we increased recycling tonnage by 35%. We increased by 9.8% in 2008-2009. We
increased by just 2.7% in 2009-2010.

Assuming the cost of recycling hauling at $40.00 per ton and solid waste hauling and fees at
$180.00 per ton, we have since 2006-2007 reduced solid waste costs on an annualized basis by
$£179,000 and have increased recycling costs by $ 16,000 for a net savings of

$163,000.

In 2009-2010, we had 2,626 tons of solid waste. If 1% of solid waste were to be redirected fo the
silver bullets, it would be a redirection of 26.26 tons. The net savings would be
$3,676.40. ($140.00 *26.26)
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